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New Providence, 
The Bahamas 

 
New Providence Island (where the capital city of the Bahamas, Nassau, is located) is 21 
miles (34 km) long and 7 miles (11 km) wide covering an area of 80 square miles.  The 
first European visitors to the Bahama Islands were Bermudian salt-rakers, in 1670, 
gathering sea salt.  The attraction of New Providence was the best sheltered, natural 
small vessel harbor in the West Indies.  Because of the harbor, and near adjacency to the 
Florida Strait, New Providence became a nest of pirates preying on mainly Spanish 
shipping that was returning to Spain with gold, silver, and other wealth. The apex of 
piratical activity there was from 1715 to 1725, after which the British government 
established a formal colony and military headquarters centered on the small city of 
Nassau fronting the New Providence harbor.  New Providence had two periods of high 
economic success during the American Civil War and during Prohibition, when it was a 
smuggling center.  Since 1960, New Providence has become an American vacation 
destination with many tourist facilities, including a deepened harbor for short-visit 
cruise ship visitors and hotels offering gambling.  New Providence is the most populous 
island in the Bahamas with two-thirds of the Bahamian population (300,000) living on 
New Providence. 
 
G&G provides weekly direct service to:  NEW PROVIDENCE 
 
ISLAND PORT DETAILS:  PARADISE ISLAND 
Sailing Distance:   000 Nautical Miles 
Trip Sailing Duration:  00 Hours 
U.S. Departure Time:  00:00 Hrs.  (00)  
 
 
 


